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Executive Summary 

This Visitor Management Plan (VMP) seeks to establish a sustainable approach to improving the way 

visitors to the Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership (LP) area enjoy its special qualities.  

It sets out the short and medium term actions for the development of visitor facilities, information and 

access for the Pendle Hill LP area.  

The VMP was prepared between September and December 2016 and involved extensive engagement and 

consultation with staff and members from the Forest of Bowland AONB, local Councils, tourism 

businesses, outdoor activity providers, large landowners and the wider community. 

It includes an assessment of current gateways and routes, examination of visitor behaviour and visitor 

satisfaction with the current provision, identification of key issues and opportunities for improvement and 

concludes with an Action Plan for addressing these issues, including details to better inform and disperse 

visitors.  

Whilst the VMP reviews and prioritises potential improvements to routes that were long-listed at Stage 1 

of the Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS) submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), it 

also considers a number of additional interventions that will help to disperse visitors and address local 

concerns about the over-use of some key sites and the comparative under-use of others.  

Over the course of this study we have gained a good understanding of the significance of the gateway 

sites and the various routes as well as the key issues currently experienced.  

Our work has confirmed that, while there is valuable work that can and should be carried out to all long-

listed routes and gateway initiatives, budget limitations necessitate prioritisation. It should be noted 

however, that whilst the high priority actions are identified for delivery under the LPS there is also the 

potential to deliver medium priority actions where additional funds allow, either during the four-year LPS 

period or as a legacy of the scheme. 
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1 Introduction 

This Visitor Management Plan seeks to establish a sustainable approach to improving the way visitors to 

the Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership (LP) area enjoy its special qualities.  

It sets out the short and medium term actions for the development of visitor facilities, information and 

access for the Pendle Hill LP area.  

The Plan was prepared between September and December 2016 and involved extensive engagement and 

consultation with staff and members from the Forest of Bowland AONB, local Councils, tourism 

businesses, outdoor activity providers, large landowners and the wider community. 

A communications strategy and an audience development plan for Pendle Hill LP were undertaken 

concurrently with the development of the Visitor Management Plan.  The methodology incorporated 

liaison with these consultants to enable them to feed into the development of the Visitor Management 

Plan and vice versa. 

This Visitor Management Plan is split into 5 chapters: 

ü This chapter explains the background to the Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership area and the aims 

and objectives of the Visitor Management Plan.  

ü Chapter 2 describes current facilities and information provision at gateways and a long-list of 

proposed route improvements.  

ü CƘŀǇǘŜǊ о ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ views on the current visitor experience.  

ü Chapter 4 identifies the key management issues and opportunities arising from these visitors and 

their activities.  

ü Chapter 5 sets out an Action Plan for addressing these issues and opportunities at each of the 

ŦƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΩ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

sites. 

1.1 HLF Landscape Partnerships Grant Programme 

In October 2015, the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) successfully applied 

to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) Landscape Partnership grant programme. The Landscape Partnerships 

(LP) programme sees schemes led by partnerships of local, regional and national interests which aim to 

conserve and enhance areas of distinctive landscape character throughout the UK. The programme aims 

to create a holistic and balanced approach to the management of landscape heritage, with HLF funding 

leading to continued activity and a lasting legacy. 

Applications go through a two-ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ [tΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ-round application, 

the project has now entered the Development Phase during which several key documents (including this 

Visitor Management Plan) have been prepared in anticipation of a second-round submission in spring 

2017. If successful, the Delivery Phase of the Pendle Hill LP will begin in 2018 and run for four years. 
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1.2 Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership 

1.2.1 Background 

Pendle Hill is a very special corner of the Forest of Bowland AONB. Set apart from the main fells, Pendle 

Hill stands alone and this increases its dominance of the landscape when looked at from both sides.  

Pendle Hill (557m) is not the tallest hill 

in Bowland, but it is certainly one of the 

most popular to climb. Sitting as it 

does, so close to the urban areas of 

Nelson and Burnley, Pendle Hill 

traditionally attracts large numbers of 

day visitors, and this can cause 

problems such as congestion and 

erosion. A combination of the slow loss 

of habitat due to climate change and 

the intensification of farming, increased 

pressure on the traditional villages from 

modernisation and development, and a 

gradual loosening of ties with the past, 

the heritage of Pendle Hill is now under 

threat.  

To redress the effects of some of these 

issues, the AONB brought together a 

new Landscape Partnership for a 120 sq 

km area of the hill and its surroundings.  

The boundary of the Landscape Partnership area is not defined by administrative boundaries. Instead, it is 

dictated by the distinctive landscape character of the area, the physical features on the ground and the 

views and values of local people. 

Pendle Hill is a constant backdrop to the lives of surrounding communities, yet it has two very different 

and divided sides. These differences are rooted in its geology ς the lighter limestones and shales on the 

Ribble Valley slopes, and the darker millstone grit and siltstones facing the towns of Colne, Nelson and 

Burnley. The bedrock has influenced the vegetation and the farming; and this in turn has led to different 

land ownership patterns and levels of industrial exploitation and development throughout history. This 

division is compounded by administrative boundaries and long held perceptions about 'the other side' ς

leading to limited communication or co-ordination across the summit of this imposing hill.   
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Figure 1: Pendle Hill from Nelson (left) and from Ribble Valley (right) 

  

Pendle Hill has a rich and distinctive past of medieval forest, vaccaries and early industry. Its relative 

physical isolation led to it becoming a focus for both religious persecution and inspired radicals. All these 

characteristics make an area with a rich and diverse heritage. 

1.2.2 The Vision 

The vision for the Pendle Hill LP area is to become a focus for bringing town and country people together 

to understand, restore and celebrate the distinctive landscape and heritage of this much loved and 

inspiring place. 

1.2.3 The Programme 

The Landscape Partnership scheme for Pendle Hill will look to re-connect people with their landscape and 

their past; safeguard the area's wildlife and heritage; and improve people's access to this popular 

countryside area.  

The programme will increase pride in this special place and raise aspirations amongst communities, and it 

will bring in new investment to support the environment and the economy.    

The programme has three thematic approaches (see Figure 2 on next page). This Visitor Management 

Plan Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ ǎǘǊŀƴŘΦ
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Figure 2: Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership - Thematic Programme Strands and Projects 

Environment                         

Repairing the network of dry stone walls and hedgerows that give the landscape its characteristic appearance.       
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Surveying and bringing into management special wildlife sites and linking these with farmland management for biodiversity. 

Interpreting the area's important geology and the contribution this has made to the area and its economy.       

Managing the Pendle Hill Fund to support community-led projects focusing on heritage, landscape and the environment.     

Economy                         

Developing visitor hubs at established 'honeypot' sites and dispersing visitor pressure by providing new routes, including routes for all abilities. 

Offering apprenticeships for people in traditional rural and heritage skills. 

Researching the value of Pendle Hill's ecosystem services and its contribution to people's health and wellbeing.       

Opportunities for Everyone                     

Support a series of local history group surveys into village-wide house histories to create a digital archive.       

Delivering community archaeology projects and heritage placements and using digital techniques to widen understanding and interest.  

Creating a series of projects researching and interpreting the Pendle Radicals: free thinkers and non-conformists.  

Developing training, education and outreach work to introduce new audiences and build their confidence to access and enjoy the countryside. 

Managing the programme's interpretation materials based on the area's sense of place and a strong brand.       
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1.3 Visitor Management Plan  

1.3.1 Vision 

The vision for Visitor Management at Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership area is to: 

ü Give visitors more reasons to visit whilst respecting that the scenery, views and peaceful outdoor 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŜǘƘƻǊŀ ƻŦ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΩΣ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 

is to get visitors to explore more widely (by improving routes and gateways) and more often (e.g. 

through events and interpretation). 

ü Make visiting the Pendle Hill LP area easy and hassle-free. This includes improving facilities at 

gateway sites and restoring existing routes as well as facilitating more access-for-all routes. 

Uniform/co-ordinated branding in wayfinding and information signs as well as a standard quality 

of surfacing and public access gates will help to establish a recognisable identity.  

ü Provide memorable visitor experiences reflecting the special Sense of Place, and to interpret 

those special qualities in a way which enhances visitor enjoyment, whilst helping to conserve and 

protect the environment for future generations.  

ü Increase awareness. The Visitor Management Plan not only strives to enable more visitor 

enjoyment, but also to increase awareness and understanding of both the landscape and the 

communities that have and continue to make Pendle Hill the special place it is. 

1.3.2 Aims and Objectives 

The principal aim of this Visitor Management Plan is to help inform the development of visitor facilities, 

information and access for the Pendle Hill LP area. 

The key objectives are to: 

ü Understand how the key routes and sites are currently used, and by which visitors. 

ü 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǎƛǘŜǎ όƴŀƳŜƭȅ .ŀǊƭŜȅ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǎƛǘŜΣ 5ƻǿƴƘŀƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ Nick OΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ 

and Spring Wood), including a strategy to dispeǊǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ άƘƻƴŜȅǇƻǘ ǎƛǘŜǎέ and providing 

routes for all abilities.  

ü Identify and recommend priority projects for the Delivery Stage of the programme. 
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1.3.3 Methodology 

The preparation of this Visitor Management Plan took place between August and December 2016.  

 

As shown in the diagram above, it involved several stages including collection of evidence and 

engagement with stakeholders before the process of drafting the Visitor Management Plan commenced.  
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2 Current Visitor Provision 

This section describes current facilities and information provision at gateways and a long-list of proposed 

route improvements. !ƴ ŀǳŘƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŧƻǳƴd in the separate Tourism 

Scoping Study.  

2.1 Introduction to Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership area 

The Pendle Hill LP area is part of the Forest of Bowland AONB, a special landscape in North West England 

ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ 

safeguard them. Tourism and recreation is not a purpose of designation, but the demand for recreation 

should be met so far as this is consistent with the conservation of the natural beauty and the needs of 

agriculture, forestry and other rural industries and the economic and social needs of local communities.  

Figure 3: Map of Pendle Hill LP area in relation to the wider Forest of Bowland AONB 

The Pendle Hill LP area includes Pendle Hill 

and the lower lying land surrounding it. It 

measures 120 sq km, of which 59 sq km falls 

within the Forest of Bowland AONB.  

Pendle Hill forms a discrete landscape 

feature, which is geologically linked to the 

rest of the AONB but separated from the 

main area by the valley of the River Ribble.  

The boundaries of the Pendle Hill LP area are 

based on a detailed Landscape Character 

Assessment which classifies the hill summit 

ŀǎ ΨƳƻƻǊƭŀƴŘ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

ōȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ ȊƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǳƴŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳƻƻǊƭŀƴŘ ƘƛƭƭǎΩΣ ΨƳƻƻǊƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƛƴƎŜΩΣ 

ŀƴŘ ΨǳƴŘǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘΩΦ  

The LP boundary (see red line in Figure 3 above) follows these zones around the west, north and eastern 

sides of the hill, and then traces the ancient 'Pendle Forest' boundary to the south and east, along the 

valleys of Pendle Water and the River Calder. This boundary was created following research and 

consultation, particularly with residents and historians who felt it reflected the area's sense of place and 

history.  At 557 metres Pendle Hill forms the backdrop to the East Lancashire former textile towns of 

Burnley, Nelson and Colne. Yet despite its proximity to significant urban populations it is surprisingly rural 

with a sense of remoteness in the heart of its moorland plateau.   

Pendle Hill LP Area 
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Figure 4:  Pendle Hill LP area Public Rights of Way (PRoW) network 

Based on its location, prominence and 

vistas, Pendle Hill has always been a 

magnet for visitors: hence George Fox's 

climb to the summit in 1652 and 

significant vision which led to the 

foundation of the Quaker movement. The 

area has traditionally been well used as a 

recreational asset by nearby urban 

residents; and charabancs and cars have 

brought sightseers from further afield for 

the last 150 years. The Pendle Hill LP area 

includes 418 km of PRoW (see Figure 4) 

plus 2,000 hectares of Access Land. 

 

The area provides great value to people offering wellbeing, relaxation and renewal. There are four Sites of 

Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 63 local wildlife sites, which also offer good birdwatching. In spring 

and autumn Pendle Hill is well known as a stopping off point for migrating Dotterels. 

Outside of the local area, Pendle Hill is perhaps best known for the Lancashire Witch trials in 1612 (see 

time line in Figure 4Figure 5 on the next page), most of whom lived on the slopes of Pendle Hill. The hill 

continues to be associated with witchcraft attracting large numbers of visitors wishing to climb it every 

Halloween. 
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6,000 years ago: The area was originally thickly 

wooded with the exception of some of the highest 

and most exposed summits. These rounded hills were 

used by Mesolithic man to look out over a great 

expanse of hunting grounds.  

3,000 years ago: Climatic change (a wetter 

environment) and human intervention (removal of 

tree cover possibly by grazing pressure) changed the 

landscape radically ς the bare open character of the 

moors therefore is relatively recent.  

1,900 years ago: Roman influence was limited to the 

road from Ribchester to York passing to the north of 

Downham. 

1,000 years ago: Settlement and pastoral agriculture 

developed along the Ribble Valley. Assimilation of 

original Norse invaders. (Their legacy can still be seen 

in some of the place names).  

800 years ago: From the Norman Conquest the 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

Pendle reduced encroachment and habitation. 

όCƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ΨƭŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ 

defence and subject to special conditions imposed by 

ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ǿƛƭƭΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴŜŎessarily wooded). 

9ƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ΨǾŀŎŎŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

provide pasture for small holders were consented.  

700 years ago: Scottish raiding parties attacked the 

settlements in the area.  

500 years ago: The disafforestation of Pendle Forest 

(1507). New settlements were developed such as 

Newchurch. Elsewhere settlement development came 

under the patronage of the great estates (i.e. 

Downham under the Assheton Family).  

 

 

400 years ago: tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨWonderful 

Discovery of Witches in the Cƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΩ by 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tƻǘǘǎΦ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

course of the old Gisburn to Colne Road to meet the 

Scots at Preston. 

200 years ago: Parliamentary enclosure ensured that 

marginal land was enclosed by gritstone walls to 

increase the extent of pasture. The designed 

landscapes of Read and Huntroyde were laid out with 

ornamental planting, water features, focal points and 

follies.  

100 years ago: Construction of Lower Ogden 

Reservoir (1914) & Upper Ogden Reservoir (1906) & 

Upper Black Moss Reservoirs (1894) and Lower Black 

Moss Reservoir (1903) to supply the growing 

population of Nelson with water. 

75 years ago: Continued decline in agriculture and 

rural population after the Great War. Afforestation 

such as the plantations around Barley seen as a 

means of encouraging rural employment.  

50 years ago: Agricultural intensification followed the 

war and push for productivity with subsequent loss of 

landscape features including hay meadows and 

hedgerows.  

50 years ago: Designation of Forest of Bowland Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty incorporating Pendle 

Hill. Increasing suburbanisation of surrounding 

villages and settlements. 

25 years ago: Introduction of agri-environment 

programmes to support benefits for biodiversity and 

landscape restoration.  

2012: 400 years of the Pendle Witch Trail increases 

national interest in the area including the 

development of the Lancashire Witches Walk.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5Υ ¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ [t ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

Source: Pendle Hill Landscape Character Assessment 
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2.2 Visitor Gateway Sites 

This section includes an audit of each 

of the 4 Ƴŀƛƴ ΨgatewayΩ sites, 

including an evaluation of quality, 

capacity and appropriateness of: 

ü Access 

ü Facilities 

ü Routes 

ü Signage/Interpretation 

ü Events and activities 

The four visitor gateways are currently 

managed by Parish, District and 

County Councils. The Pendle Hill 

[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ 

are for all hubs to be improved and 

upgraded, and for one of the hubs to 

possibly become a community-

managed asset in the long-term. 

Whilst these four sites are considered 

the main visitor gateways to Pendle Hill, it should be noted that Sabden and Worston act as secondary 

gateways, particularly for local visitors who are familiar with the excellent concessionary routes and 

PRoW than connect these sites with the summit of Pendle Hill and the rest of the Pendle Hill LP area. 

2.2.1 Barley Picnic Site and Car Park 

The picturesque village of Barley is a honeypot for visitors as it is the base from which most people climb 

Pendle Hill or visit the Pendle Sculpture Trail. 

 Access 

The most popular route for ascending Pendle Hill begins in the village of Barley near the church. Although 

the route is the steepest ascent of Pendle Hill it is also the quickest and easiest due to a steep stepped 

path providing relatively easy access.  

Barley is the nearest gateway for visitors coming from the former textile towns of Burnley, Nelson and 

Colne to the south-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ [t ŀǊŜŀΦ CǊƻƳ .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜΤ ŦǊƻƳ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Colne it takes c. 15 minutes. The site can be reached by leaving the M65 at junction 8 and following the 

A6068 for c. 5 miles (or if heading from the M60 Manchester Ring Road taking the M66 at junction 18 and 

following the A56 to junction 8 of the M65).  

 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1) Barley 
2) Downham 
3) Spring Wood 
4) bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ 
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The Barley gateway benefits 

from good car parking (see 

map on next page), with 133 

spaces which is generally 

sufficient apart from holiday 

weekends and event days 

when additional cars resort to 

roadside parking on a 1-mile 

stretch of road towards 

Roughlee.  

A donation of £1 per car, £2 

per vehicle with items in tow 

and £5 per coach per day is 

suggested.  

In 2015 Barley Parish Council, 

who manage the car park and 

toilet building at the site, 

received a total of £17k from 

car parking donation.  

The Parish Council estimates 

that c. 50% of all visitors pay 

for parking.  

 

 

The carpark could benefit from marked bays to optimise the number of spaces and better hard surfacing 

than the granular sub base which currently causes large puddles on rainy days.  

Access by public transport is less convenient; consequently, most visitors arrive by car. Bus 7, which runs 

between Clitheroe and Nelson, stops opposite the Barley picnic site and carpark. However, the line which 

is operated by Pilkington Bus on behalf of Lancashire County Council, only services Barley once an hour at 

best, with two-hour intervals between 11am and 5pm and no service after 7pm or on Sundays. There 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ΨtŜƴŘƭŜ ²ƛǘŎƘ IƻǇǇŜǊΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ǳƳƳer Sundays and Bank Holidays on the 

Clitheroe to Nelson line, but this service was axed in early 2016 as part of county wide budget cuts. 

The bus journey from Nelson to Barley only takes marginally longer than by car (20 minutes instead of 

15), but reaching Barley by bus from Burnley or Colne takes 45 minutes to one hour.    

There are currently no parking facilities for cyclists in Barley car park. This may be an area to address as 

part of this project. 

Figure 6: Barley Gateway 
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Figure 7: Formal and informal parking at Barley gateway 

  

 Facilities 

The Barley gateway is not only the busiest because of its proximity to the larger towns and reasonably 

good carparking. It is also the best visitor gateway in terms of facilities, with clean public toilets, a 

privately managed café, and riverside picnic area (nominated amongst the ten best picnic sites in the 

North West) as well as a tearoom and two popular public houses (the Barley Mow and Pendle Inn). On 

sunny summer days, the village can get overcrowded. 

Figure 8: Toilet and cafe at Barley 

  

Since July 2016, the public toilets are managed by Barley Parish Council who took over management from 

Pendle Borough Council who axed them as part of a borough-wide cost saving initiative. The Parish 

Council introduced a £0.20 suggested donation for use of the toilets, which are estimated to cost c. £7k 

per year in maintenance and cleaning. To date, donations have been low (c. £200 per month). Several 

visitors have asked for the outside water tap to be reinstalled at the toilet building, but lack of drainage 

underneath the tap has caused issues with icing over in winter.  

The operators of the café at Barley picnic site have held the Pendle Borough Council lease of the café, 

which is housed inside a log cabin, for the last 7.5 years. Prior to that, the cabin was operated as an 

information centre by United Utilities. Then it featured displays about the management of Pendle Hill and 
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the surrounding countryside, information about local walks, a shop and small refreshments area. 

Nowadays, the Cabin is fully operational as a privately managed café, with only a very small selection of 

maps and guide books about local walks on sale. The café receives good reviews for the quality and 

reasonable price levels of its offer. The café, which is open 7 days per week from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, is 

visited by a wide mix of visitors, including walkers, families and older couples on a day out, cycling groups, 

horse riders, schools and local residents.  

 Routes 

As highlighted in Figure 4 on page 10, Barley is surrounded by a dense PRoW network, which together 

with access land provide a large combination of walks of different lengths. In addition to the popular walk 

up Pendle Hill, there are a number of long and short walking and cycling routes passing through or 

starting in Barley (see Figure 9 below).   

Figure 9: Sample of routes departing from Barley 

 

 

The Pendle Way is a Recreational Path which encircles the borough of Pendle and 

was officially opened in 1987. The circuit is 45 miles long and is generally divided 

into 8 sections. The section going east from Barley to Barrowford is 3.5 miles long, 

while another section of the Pendle Way starts in Newchurch, before climbing up 

Pendle Hill and descending into Barley.  The route is waymarked with a black witch 

on a broomstick and yellow arrows.  

 

Barley is also visited by walkers following the Lancashire Witches Walk, a 51-mile long distance walk 

developed as part of the 400th anniversary of the hanging of the Lancashire Witches in 1612. The route is 

divided into 7 sections. Barley forms the end point of the first 3.5-mile section (from the Pendle Heritage 

Centre in Barrowford), with most visitors continuing the 12.5 miles from Barley to Spring Wood (near 

Whalley) on day two before arriving in Lancashire on day seven, at the castle where the witches were 

sentenced and hanged. As a linear walk, there are some logistical implications for walkers because they 

Route Activity Distance / Time Terrain

Tour of Pendle Hilll Cycling 15 miles / 1.5-2 h Road, steep in many parts

Aitken Wood and Pendle Sculpture Tramper TrailWalking 2.75 miles / 2 h Roads, tracks and some rough unsurfaced areas

Black Moss Walking 3.2 miles / 1 h 15 min Roads, tracks, fields and some stiles

Walking with Witches Trail Walking 7.5 miles / 4 h

Quiet roads, tracks and uneven, grassy paths. 

Route can be divided into a 4 miles Western 

Loop and 3.5 miles Eastern Loop

Lancashire Witches Walk: Barrowford to BarleyWalking 3.5 miles / 2 h Lanes, tracks, fields and stiles

Lancashire Witches Walk: Barley to Spring WoodWalking 12.5 miles / 7 h Lanes, tracks, fields and stiles

Ogden Reservoir and Fell Wood Walking 3.5 miles / 2 h 15 min Roads, tracks, fields and some stiles

Pendle Hill Circular Walk Walking 7 miles / 4 h
Roads, tracks, fields and some stiles, steep and 

rough in places 
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end up in a different place from where they started. This could be an opportunity to develop a return 

route from Barley thus allowing people to enjoy the first section as a circular walk. 

Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy was commissioned to write a special poem that has 

been broken down into ten fragments (one for each witch) sited on cast iron 

markers at ten locations along the new walking route. The design allows for 

people to take a rubbing on an A4 sheet at each location.  

A number of guide books with a short summary of the relevant history, 

photographs and detailed walking directions are available for purchase at the 

Cabin and local shops. In addition to the white cast iron installations embossed 

with fragments of the poem, the Lancashire Witches Walk is waymarked with 

standard signs with a witch face in the centre. There are no statistics for the number of walkers on the 

two sections of the Lancashire Witches Walk which pass through Barley. Although the Forest of Bowland 

AONB keeps a record of the number of downloads of the route descriptions for its website (a total of 

1,143 for the last 12 months), the actual number of walkers on the route is estimated to be far greater. 

 

A shorter popular route is Aitken Wood and Pendle Sculpture Trail. The 2.75-

mile walk takes in a sculpture trail with 16 sculptures created from wood, steel 

and stone inspired by the history of the Pendle Witches of 1612 and surrounding 

nature of the Pendle Hill area. The trail, which was created to mark the 400th 

anniversary of the event, was part-financed by the LEADER RDPE fund via the 

Pennine Lancashire Local Action Group and part-financed by Pendle Borough 

Council. United Utilities who own Aitken Wood in which the Pendle Sculpture 

Trail is located, financed the signage of the trail. 

It takes approximately 30 to 45 minutes to get to the sculpture trail from Barley car park, including one 

uphill stretch and one steep path. For the roundtrip, visitors are advised to allow up to 2 hours. There are 

two benches on the steep ascent, both of which would benefit from some minor repairs and the adjacent 

surfacing could also be improved. Located at prime vantage points from which to view Pendle Hill, the 

maturing woodland has occluded the view. Cutting slices through the plantation will reunite these 

benches with their vistas. 
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Aitken Wood features a route that is accessible for Trampers and four-wheel drive all-terrain electric 

buggies, which can be used off road. These enable people with mobility difficulties to enjoy the 

countryside. There is currently no Tramper that is permanently hosted near Aitken Wood, but visitors 

with access to their own Tramper can make use of the route. 

   

To improve the visitor experience, there may be an opportunity to (re)introduce a permissive route which 

could create a circular walk from Barley picnic site and car park, instead of visitors having to retrace their 

route back to the start (see Figure 10 below). A permissive route out of the southern end of Aitken Wood 

ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмн ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ōȅ 

local dogwalkers and other visitors. It is desirable and would be feasible to reinstate this route, or an 

alternative to the original route, with the additional precautions of permanent fences / hedgerows / walls 

keeping and grazing stock separate. Given agreement from the landowner, this would be a relatively 

straightforward addition.  

Figure 10: Aitken Wood and Pendle Sculpture Trail and potential access point for permissive route 
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The hedgerow option would provide a new wildlife corridor and an opportunity to plant appropriate 

trees.  The map in Figure 11 below outlines this potential solution. To strengthen the legacy and certainty 

over the future maintenance responsibility of the route it may be worth exploring the potential of 

dedicating it as a Public Rights of Way. Given the appropriate political will and funding, this could be 

delivered by either Lancashire County Council or Pendle Borough Council and would necessitate a formal 

agreement with the landowner who would be eligible for compensation.  

Figure 11: Potential concessionary route / PRoW 

 

 

Another popular short walk departing from Barley is the 3.2 miles long Black Moss walk which can be 

extended with a visit to the Pendle Sculpture Trail in Aitken Wood. The route encircles Upper and Lower 

Black Moss Reservoirs which are managed by United Utilities and provide driving water to Nelson when 

required. The reservoirs also attract a variety of birds throughout the year. In the last 12 months, the 
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Black Moss route was downloaded nearly 1,500 times from the Forest of Bowland website. Actual 

statistics for the number of walkers on this route are not available. 

Heading south-west from Barley is the 3.5 miles circular Ogden Reservoir and Fell Wood walk. The 

reservoirs provide drinking water to the Nelson area. Fell Wood is the largest and oldest of three forest 

plantations established around the reservoirs and dates back to 1931. The route was downloaded over 

1,800 times from the Forest of Bowland AONB website in the last year. 

tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ΨPendle Three PeaksΩ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ŀ ŎƭƛƳō ǳǇ 

Pendle Hill (532m), Weets Hill (397m) and Boulsworth Hill (517m), which are respectively 5, 6 and 8 miles 

in length. 

Barley features on a number of cycling routes, including the Tour of Pendle Hill, a 15-miles circular route 

which passes around the fringes of Pendle Hill and takes in a number of steep climbs, notably bƛŎƪ hΩ 

Pendle (303m) which also featured on Stage One of the 2015 Tour of Britain route taken by the 

professionals. The route follows quiet country lanes and part of the National Cycling Network route 91, a 

280-miles tour of the county ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ /ȅŎƭŜǿŀȅΩ. Barley also features on 

the Grand Cycle Tour of Pendle, a 35-mile hilly road route departing from Colne railway station which 

passes through Barley, Newchurch and Fence.  

There are a number of opportunities for mountain bikes and horses including on-road and off-road 

sections. There is a bridleway leading out of Barley car park towards Whitehough and Stang Top Road. 

There is also a bridleway from the village hall up past Lower Ogden Reservoir, and another bridleway 

leading from the dam of Upper Ogden Reservoir running along the bottom of Pendle Hill to the road. Heys 

Lane, from Barley, is also accessible by mountain bike and horse. Pendle Hill itself is off-limits and there 

are no legally bikeable mountain bike tracks. However, Gisburn Forest (one of the top mountain biking 

destinations in the UK) is only 15 miles away. 

 Signage and Interpretation 

There is reasonable signage on the various walking routes departing from Barley picnic site and carpark, 

albeit somewhat dated and sparse in places.  

The biggest challenge for visitors who are less familiar with the area is to find the actual start of these 

walks and to orientate themselves about their options in terms of route directions, length and key things 

to see and do.  

We understand that Barley Parish Council is in the process of addressing this issue and will soon install a 

large orientation board on the wall of the toilet block at Barley car park (see Figure 12 on next page). This 

is a good starting point and may be improved/expanded as part of the Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership 

scheme.  



 

  

 Figure 12: Barley Information Board 
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Unless visitors join a guided walk or buy one of the few guidebooks available from The Cabin, there are 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 

landscape, its history or the activities on offer. Improving signage and interpretation is an area for 

improvement for all four gateway sites, but perhaps most important for Barley as it is the most used 

gateway. 

By way of example, the Forest of Bowland AONB recently produced information boards for four railway 

stations which act as gateway sites to the AONB along The Bentham Line (which links Leeds to Lancaster 

and Morecambe). As well as providing links to walking and cycling routes, the interpretation boards 

highlight information about the local wildlife, communities and tourism businesses to entice visitors to 

stay longer and experience more of the opportunities the area has to offer.  

Figure 13: Example of Forest of Bowland AONB Information Boards at Gateway Sites 

 

In addition to physical interpretation boards, there is also an opportunity to introduce digital 

interpretation. In fact, this applies to all four gateway sites, but a strategy could be to commence at Barley 

given it attracts the greatest number of visitors. Digital interpretation would result in less clutter, less 

maintenance and a more flexible way to provide visitors with a tool to interpret their surroundings. It is 

however not suitable for all visitors. As the visitor survey revealed, many older visitors would still prefer 

traditional interpretation. A combination of methods is therefore recommended. 
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¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭŀƴŘ !hb. ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀǇǇΣ Ψ! [ŜŀǇ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ developed in 2013 for two medieval deer parks at Leagram 

and Radholme, which are located further north in the AONB. The mobile app is an 

audio trail covering a series of circular, linear and link routes for both deer parks. 

The app was developed with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and support 

from volunteer researchers. Although the app was initially well received, its 

functionality was limited and the AONB no longer uses it. Case studies of other 

digital applications used for outdoor interpretation can be found in the separate 

Communications Strategy and Interpretation Plan prepared by Countryscape. 

 Events and Activities 

Forest of Bowland AONB has a calendar of year-round events, including (paid) guided climbs of Pendle Hill 

from Barley to Downham on three dates per year (April, May and June).  

The Pendle Walking Festival (held over a week in August) includes over 70 guided walks, many of which 

start from Barley. 34 of those walks take place in the Pendle Area, most of which are within the Pendle 

Hill LP area. Attracting c. 1,400 to 1,800 visitors per year, the event is now established as one of the 

largest free walking festival in the country. Statistics from Pendle Borough Council indicate that c. 50% of 

participants in the Pendle Walking Festival come from Pendle, 25% from neighbouring districts, and 

another 25% from further afield, resulting in some overnight stays. 

In addition to the events organised by the AONB there is also a walking calendar put on by Pendle Leisure 

Trust, an independent charity managing community leisure facilities and activities in the area. Once a 

month on a Tuesday morning they organise a 2.5-hour free health walk led by local volunteers which 

departs from Barley.  

A number of fell races depart from Barley each year, using Barley Village Hall as headquarters and parking 

at the carpark in front of The Cabin. Although most races have fewer than 100 participants (and thus have 

less impact), there are a few larger races which tend to cause more congestion. The Tour of Pendle Fell 

Race, which is held in November each year, attracts up to 500 participants. Pendle Running Festival, which 

is held over a weekend in July and jointly organised by Up and Active and Pendle Leisure Trust, attracts a 

similar number of participants but is split over two days and different events (e.g. orienteering, 10k road 

ǊǳƴΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴΣ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜύΦ The organiser of the Pendle Three Peaks, which is 

held annually in August, encourages participants to car share as the event attracts up to 600 fell runners 

all seeking to park at Barley village car park. Where a race has been designated as an English or British 

Championship (as in the case of Pendle 3 Peaks in 2016) numbers do swell and can cause temporary 

congestion, but also bring additional visitor spend to the area. 

Fees paid by organisers of such large events are held in the Pendle Hill Fund, which is overseen by the 

Pendle Hill Advisory Group. The money is re-invested back into maintenance of PRoW, landscape 

features, community-led heritage projects, etc.   
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2.2.2 Downham 

The picturesque planning conservation area of Downham is set at the foot of Pendle Hill in the north-west 

corner of the Pendle Hill LP area, with just 160 inhabitants. The village captures the essence of rural 

Britain and is popular with tourists. People regard Downham as a time capsule with almost complete lack 

of 20th century alterations and accretions. It has been used as a location for many period films, the most 

famous being the 1961 film Ψ²ƘƛǎǘƭŜ 5ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ нлмн ../ ŘǊŀƳŀ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ƻŦ /ǊƛŎƪŜȅ IŀƭƭΩ 

was also filmed in Downham as well as the BB/ Ψ.ƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŘΩ ¢± ǎŜǊƛes which ran between 2001 and 

2005. 

 Access 

The village of Downham 

lies in the Forest of 

Bowland AONB, 3 miles 

north east of Clitheroe and 

1.5 miles from the A59 

Lancashire / Yorkshire 

trunk road. The main route 

through the village runs 

from Chatburn in the 

southeast down the slope 

to the valley bottom before 

ascending the eastern 

slopes of Pendle Hill.  

The village has a free and 

well maintained car park 

with circa 25 spaces (see 

Figure 14 below and map 

on next page). During 

summer weekends the car 

park is easily filled and 

some roadside parking 

occurs beside Downham Beck, but this is not ideal in a small village with narrow roads. Coaches with more 

than 30 seats wishing to park in Downham need to contact the village hall bookings secretary in advance 

to arrange parking. 

Access by public transport to Downham is less convenient. Clitheroe is served by trains from Blackburn 

and Manchester. However, connections from Clitheroe to Downham are on the Bus 7 that also services 

Barley (and runs between Clitheroe and Nelson) which has a limited timetable. The bus stop is located 

opposite the church next to the telephone box. There is no sign for the bus stop. 
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Figure 14: Downham Car Park 

  

 Facilities 

Downham has a strongly recognisable sense of place, resulting from ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

of development over the last 400 years. The surrounding leafy lanes are bordered by traditionally laid 

hedges and stone boundary walls. 5ƻǿƴƘŀƳΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘy to Clitheroe 

and the busy A59 to the north. 

The Assheton family, who own Downham village and the surrounding estate, has a strict policy for the 

management and appearance of the area. There is no village sign, no road marking, no television aerials 

and no obtrusive advertising or signs, not even a sign for the bus stop. As a result, the tasteful but very 

discrete sign for the village car park is easily missed.   

Figure 15: Picturesque Downham  

  

In addition to the car park, public toilets and information centre, the village has 32 rented homes (mostly 

listed buildings)Σ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘƻǘŜƭκǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƘŜǘƻƴ !ǊƳǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜŀǊƻƻƳ κ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǎƘƻǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

caters to visitors year-round. The lease of the Assheton Arms (which has 12 bedrooms) is currently held 

by the Seafood Pub Company, which manages 10 pubs and restaurants across the North West. In 2011, 

the Seafood Pub Company outbid celebrity chef Marco Pierre White to take over this award-winning 
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grade II listed village pub.  The Seafood Pub Company also manages the Barley Mow in Barley and 

recently opened the Forest in Fence and the Roosters Bistro in Higham. 

Figure 16: Downham's award-winning toilets 

  

The award-winning toilets and unstaffed information centre (which are respectively housed in the former 

calf pens and a refurbished stable block) are leased and managed by the Ribble Valley Borough Council 

(RVBC). The small, dark and unstaffed information centre includes a number of outdated information 

boards which are of little benefit to visitors who are new to the area seeking to orientate themselves or 

find out what to do and where to go from the carpark.  

 Routes 

Some walkers are drawn to the area to walk up Pendle Hill, others to enjoy the many local walks which 

can be taken in any direction from the village ς via Pendle road to the moorland and Pendle Hill, towards 

Twiston, Rimington, Chatburn and Worston. Once on the higher ground outside the village, there are 

good views over Clitheroe and the Ribble Valley. 

There are three popular circular walks from Downham: two shorter routes of c. 4 miles ς one which heads 

east of Downham and passes Twiston Mill and another heading west towards Chatburn village ς as well as 

a longer route of c. 7 miles which heads south of Downham and takes in the climb up Pendle Hill. 

Although most visitors climb Pendle Hill from Barley, some visitors prefer the climb from Downham as the 

views ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇǊŀǿƭ ƻŦ .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΦ Each of these routes had c. 1,000 ς 1,500 downloads 

from the Forest of Bowland AONB website in the last 12 months. Although not currently promoted by 

Forest of Bowland AONB, there is also a 5-mile linear walk between Barley and Downham. 
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Figure 17: Downham circular walks 

   

 

Downham with its idyllic settings and tearoom is also a popular stop for road cyclists. The village lies on 

the Lancashire Cycleway (National Cycle Network route 91) and the Tour of Pendle Hill. 

 Signage and Interpretation 

5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴƘŀƳ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

signage at the gateway site can be found inside the refurbished barn building, next to the toilets. The 

material is somewhat dated and gives little information on where to head from the car park and 

information centre. Without local knowledge or a map/guide book bought in advance, visitors are a little 

lost.  

There are some way marks on the route, including way marker arrows carved in stone and set in the path 

side walls, but these can be hard to spot and are sparse in and immediately around Downham. 

Figure 18: Interpretation and signage at Downham 
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 Events and Activities 

In contrast to the Barley visitor gateway, there are few organised events and activities in Downham. Even 

if there was a desire for more events in Downham, the infrastructure of the village would not easily be 

able to handle large events. Whilst selectively welcoming the use of the village as a film location, the 

Assheton family, landowners of Downham village, may not favour too many commercial events in the 

village.  

Downham Village Hall offers facilities for a wide range of events, from wedding receptions to ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

parties and hosts regular community events such as gardening club, WI, cookery demonstrations etc. 

Most notably, the Village Hall serves as a base for the annual Downham Fell race, which is becoming 

increasingly popular, albeit not as large as some Fell races from Barley. The village green is also used for a 

number of smaller community events. 

As part of the Forest of Bowland AONB year-round events programme (known as Festival of Bowland), a 

one-off crafts workshop themed around bees, butterflies and other insects was organised in Downham 

Village Hall in April 2016.  Although the guided walks up Pendle Hill offered through the AONB Partnership 

climb the hill from Barley, the official start for the event is in Downham from where participants join their 

guides on the bus to Barley. 
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2.2.3 Spring Wood 

Spring Wood, a semi-natural ancient woodland, has the best access of all four visitor gateways. 

Improvements here could potentially have the biggest impact. 

 Access 

Spring Wood is located off the 

A59, along the main A670 

Accrington Road, about 0.5 mile 

to the east of Whalley and 5 miles 

north east of the centre of 

Blackburn.  

There is a bus stop within 100 

yards of the site and there are 

regular bus services from 

Clitheroe to the north and 

Accrington, Blackburn and 

Burnley to the south and the east.  

Whalley also has a railway station 

on the Ribble Valley line with 

trains from Blackburn, Settle and 

Skipton.  

The entrance road to the site is 

controlled by traffic lights and there is a height restriction of 2.13m to the pay and display carpark, which 

costs £1 per day (see map on next page). There is also a £50 annual season ticket option for regular 

visitors. Disabled parking is free. 
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 Facilities 

Spring Wood was once owned by the monks of Whalley Abbey and was originally called Oxheywoode, 

which formed part of a deer park. Over the years the wood has had many owners and a name change. 

Since the 1970s the site is owned and managed by Lancashire County Council. As part of a country-wide 

cost saving exercise the LCC has been considering alternative management models for sites of this nature. 

Although a shorter timescale was initially considered, it is now understood that the potential exists to 

explore new working models with other partners and that the Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership could 

express an interest and play a leading role in this process. The Pendle Hill LPS provides a potentially 

unique opportunity for the Partnership to take this forward. 

Within 15 meters of the car park, there are several picnic tables overlooking the woodland area and the 

stream. There are toilet facilities (including a disabled toilet) which are currently operated on reduced 

hours and an information kiosk which is occasionally opened when Lancashire Countryside Ranger service 

staff are on site. Refreshments are no longer available from the kiosk, but there is an ice cream vendor 

that operates seasonally at the entrance to the site on land owned by the golf course (i.e. not an official 

concession to the council). 

Figure 19: Spring Wood toilets and carpark 

  

The Friends of Spring Wood, a voluntary conservation group which was formed in 2000 and currently has 

c. 10-12 members, undertakes monthly workdays to maintain the site as well as educational activities and 

an annual open day. Amongst others, the Friends of Spring Wood planted an arboretum (in 2000) and 

created an outdoor classroom in the shape of a witchesΩ circle (in 2004) as well as two self-guided trails, 

an access-for-all trail (which opened in 2002) and, funded by a Local Heritage initiative, an access-for-all 

bridge over the stream (2010).  

The trails are in good condition. The interpretation boards are somewhat dated and could benefit from an 

update. There is a donation post at the car park where people can contribute to the cost of the 

management activities carried out by the Friends of Spring Wood.  
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Figure 20: Outdoor classroom and Friends of Spring Wood donation post 

  

Facilities most in need of improvement at Spring Wood are the car park (optimisation of layout) and the 

building that houses the toilets and the information kiosk. 

 Routes 

Situated on the main A671 road within close proximity to the urban areas of Clitheroe, Burnley and 

Accrington, Spring Wood provides a good base for exploring the Pendle Hill LP area or enjoying the views 

over the Ribble Valley from the summit of Spring Wood (a 1 mile circular walk). Spring Wood is rarely 

used as a starting point for a climb up Pendle Hill as it makes for a very long and challenging walk (more or 

less a full day). 

Figure 21: Views from the summit of Spring Wood and the access-for-all bridge 

  

Spring Wood features a number of shorter walks on woodland nature trails (largely constructed of 

ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΩ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘŘƛtional picnic benches and interpretation boards. 

The woodland area is particularly known for its carpet of bluebells and wild garlic in spring, short self-

guided walks. Visitors also use the Spring Wood gateway site to head out along the River Ribble or into 

the historical town of Whalley.  
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Figure 22: Access for All Trail 

   

Figure 23: Self-guided trails and bluebells 

   

Spring Wood also forms part of the Lancashire Witches Walk. The 12.5 miles between Barley and Spring 

Wood are suggested as day 2 and the 7 miles between Spring Wood and Waddington are suggested as 

day 3 of the 51-mile long distance route.  

There is already a concessionary link over the golf course on the south-east side of Spring Wood, but 

there may be opportunity to create a concessionary link from the north-west end of Spring Wood to the 

wider PRoW network (see section 2.3).  

Spring Wood is also a hub on the Lancashire Cycleway where the northern and southern loops meet.  

 Signage and Interpretation 

The self-guided walks in Spring Wood are marked by the round wooden posts, with the purple and yellow 

stripes near the top. At the entrance of Spring Wood visitors will find one of the cast iron white markers 

with a fragment of the Anne Duffy poem to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the Pendle Witches 

(1612). A 'Spring Wood Visitor Guide' can be obtained from the information centre, when it is open. There 

are a number of information boards placed at various points detailing the history of the wood, as well as 

what to look out for.  



Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership ς Visitor Management Plan 

  

37 

Figure 24: Interpretation at Spring Wood 

  

 Events and Activities 

There are no major organised events at Spring Wood, but a number of organisations use the gateway site 

for smaller events, including Pendle Forest Orienteers (January and June races) and the West Lancashire 

Long Distance Walker Association (10- to 14-mile group walk at various times in the year). The site is also 

used as a meeting and starting point by various cycling and running clubs (e.g. North Lancashire Road 

Club). From time to time the Countryside Service rangers also offer conservation days for children during 

the school holidays.   
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2.2.4 Nick of Pendle 

Climbing Pendle Hill from the Nick of Pendle (locally known as bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ) makes a gradual ascent 

over the less used paths to the west of the summit and gives some of the best views right from the start 

of the walk (due to a starting height of 303m). On a good day, the views extend across the Ribble Valley to 

the Forest of Bowland and the Yorkshire Dales. 

 Access 

Following the A59 east from Preston 

into the Ribble Valley, the informal 

carparking for the bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ is 

just above the Pendle Ski Club on the 

road between Clitheroe and Sabden. 

Alternatively, bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ can be 

reached by taking the junction 8 exit 

from the M65 onto the A6068 to 

Padiham and then following directions 

towards Sabden.  

There is limited informal car parking in 

lay-bys at the top of the hill, just past 

the Pendle Ski Club (which has a 

private car park for members only) or 

further down the road on the climb 

out of Sabden (see map on next page).  

Due to limited sightlines near the crest 

of the hill and lack of dedicated parking, the parking situation around bƛŎƪ hΩPendle can become unsafe 

and overcrowded with numerous cars parked half on the road (see Figure 25). 

Figure 25Υ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǘ bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ  
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One option for improving access at Nick OΩ Pendle, would be to collaborate with the owner of the 

Wellsprings, the Mexican and Spanish restaurant in front of the Pendle Ski Club. The restaurant has a 

large car park (c. 40 spaces) which needs improvement/paving. The car park is currently closed to the 

public and used for restaurant visitors only. The restaurant owner is however very willing to work with the 

Council and fully open the car park to all visitors, if the Council can invest in carpark improvements as part 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŎƘŜƳŜΦ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΩǎ 

restrooms and coffee facilities.   

Figure 26: Potential car park improvements and new permissive route at Nick OΩtŜƴŘƭŜ 

 

Whereas reaching the other three visitor gateway sites by public transport is more difficult than by car, 

bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ has no public transport connection at all. The nearest railway station is in Whalley or 

Clitheroe, but even Sabden (the nearest village) no longer has a bus service since Lancashire County 
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Council scrapped the service in May 2016 as it was deemed to be no longer viable without significant 

subsidy. A local action group is campaigning to get the service reinstated.  

 Facilities 

There is currently no formalised parking at bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ 

and only one board at the start of the trail, which has 

very limited information.  

However, bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ offers a great opportunity to 

disperse some visitors from other gateways, particularly 

Barley, which gets overcrowded at times. It is a longer 

walk from bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ to the summit of Pendle Hill 

than from Barley or Downham, but it is also the most 

gradual and scenic route.  

Nearby Pendle Ski Club has a small private car park and 

membersΩ room. If financing can be secured to overcome 

the current deficit of c. £300k for its expansion plans (to 

extend the existing clubhouse from 136 sqm to 500 sqm and increase parking from 31 to 53 spaces), they 

may consider opening the club house café (but not the car park) to the wider public. Café opening times 

would be during club meeting times only (mostly restricted to the weekend).  

 Routes 

The 7-ƳƛƭŜǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ bƛŎƪ hΩ Pendle is a way to the top of Pendle Hill that avoids steep climbing. 

The path can be boggy underfoot, although it also has paved sections over the moors, and is not very well 

signposted.    

Figure 27: The gradual route up Pendle Hill from bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ 
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In addition to the walk up Pendle Hill, there is also a 9-mile circular walk around the Sabden Valley which 

passes Dean Farm (the oldest farm in Sabden Valley dating from 1574) and Churn Clough Reservoir (see 

map on next page).  

 

The bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ forms part of a number of cycling routes, including the Tour of Pendle Hill. It is a 

testing 1.2-kilometer long climb with an average gradient of c. 11% but at the start near Sabden village 

there are a few sections of 16%. It was part of the 2015 Tour of Britain route and has been used several 

times as the National Hill Climb Championship, including in 1988 when a young Chris Boardman won his 

first championship. From the other side, the climb is longer (1.7 miles) but less steep. This climb features 

in the popular Pendle Witches Vintage Velo, a cyclo sportive which was held annually between 2009 and 

2015 and took in the classic climbs up Black Hill, bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ and Waddington Fell. The event attracted 

c. 200 riders each April. The Ride with Brad Sportive, a 50- to 160-kilometer long cycling sportive 

organised in 2012 and 2013 by Bradley Wiggins (BrƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ of all times), also came 

over bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ. Each event attracted c. 1,000 cyclists. 

 Signage and Interpretation 

Other than a faint trodden path there is not much in the way of signage to assist walkers once visitors 

have left the car parking area. This is an issue that could be well addressed via the Pendle Hill LPS, in the 

form of limited fixed interpretation panels, self-guided trails and Apps. 
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 Events and Activities 

Other than the large one-off cycling events mentioned above, there are a number of smaller regular 

walking and cycling events departing from bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ including races organised by Pendle Forest 

Orienteers. Due to a lack of facilities, few events use bƛŎƪ hΩ tŜƴŘƭŜ as a starting point, although on a few 

occasions the Pendle Ski Club has functioned as headquarters/sign on and has also been used for parking. 

2.3 Long-List of Route Improvements   

As part of the Round 1 HLF application, the Pendle Hill LP identified routes which may improve access (see 

Figure 28 below). We have assessed this long list of routes as part of the Visitor Management Plan.  

In addition, we have suggested a few other route improvements, which are described in more detail on 

the following pages.  

Figure 28: Potential Access Improvements - Pendle Hill LPs Long List 

# Route description Description of proposed works Category 

1 Spring Wood concessionary 
footpath 

Create concessionary link from north west end of 
Spring Wood to wider PRoW network/Lancashire 
Witches Walk 

Gateway link 

2 Heys Lane byway Between Roughlee and Barley - route 
improvements to deal with wet ground conditions 

Gateway link 

3 Downham to Chatburn 
concessionary bridleway 

New off-road, multi-use link between the two 
villages 

Gateway link 

4 Hookcliffe plantation to 
Pendle hill concessionary 
footpath 

Improvements to deal with wet ground conditions 
and erosion on Downham Moor 

Routes to 
the summit 

5 Black Hill Wood Tramper 
trail 

Upgrade informal path to Tramper trail Gateway link 

6 Black Moss/Sculpture Trail 
improvements and new 
concessionary link 

Improvements to trails within Aitken Wood and 
investigate new concessionary link (to replace the 
one closed in 2012) to re-create circular walk back 
to Barley car park 

Gateway link 

7 Cart track and stone path to 
Pendle Hill summit plateau 

Improvements/repairs to primary routes to Pendle 
Hill summit 

Routes to 
the summit 

8 Pendle Hill summit repairs 
and flagged concessionary 
path 

Recreational erosion on approach to and around 
summit cairn and potential to extend flagged path 
to deal with erosion 

Routes to 
the summit 

9 Pendleton to Angram 
Green/Downham Tramper 
trail 

Upgrade bridleway access furniture and surfacing 
where required to allow Tramper access. Not 
certain on feasibility of extension to Downham 

Gateway link 
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 Route 1A ς Spring Wood Concessionary Footpath  

Type: Gateway link 

Description of proposed works: This proposal is to create a new concessionary link from the North- 

West end of Spring Wood to the wider PRoW network. At c. 430 metres, this relatively short link 

would improve access between the gateway site of Spring Wood and the wider network, the Witches 

Walk and one of the (longer) ascents of Pendle Hill. This can, however, already be achieved with 

relatively little inconvenience via the concessionary path across the neighbouring golf course 

immediately to the South East of Spring Wood car park. The potential opportunity to enjoy the Spring 

Wood routes and then go on from there to explore further afield is undoubtedly an attractive one. 

Routes around Spring Wood itself will likely attract a different user to those wishing to venture further 

and so an alternative link to the concessionary golf course path might prove a more cost effective 

option. This could be achieved to the South-Western edge of the wood via a new 75-metre linking 

path from the wood, through the boundary and over a small stream.  

    

Summary of findings:  

ü Potential link with the PRoW network desirable 

ü Existing link to PRoW network (from car park is close however) 
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 Route 1B ς Spring Wood Countryside Tramper Trail   

Type: Gateway link 

Description of proposed works: 

Consideration was given to the creation of a Tramper trail which might start and finish at Spring Wood 

car park and incorporate existing PRoW close by.  

Summary of findings: 

Whilst suitable links exist near to Spring Wood, on closer examination it was felt that such a network 

of Tramper routes would fall beyond the scope of this project. Further research would be required to 

define a network of Tramper-friendly routes and access points. 

 

 Route 1C - {ǇǊƛƴƎ ²ƻƻŘ ǘƻ bƛŎƪ hΩ Pendle route signage/improvements 

Type: Gateway link 

Description/Summary: 

Whilst linking the Spring Wood routes to the wider PRoW network is attractive, it is recognised that 

greater emphasis should be placed on reaching Pendle Hill.  

tŜƴŘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

self-guided trails (including in app form). Consultations confirmed however that, for the majority of 

users, Spring Wood is located too far away from the summit of Pendle Hill for routes of this sort to 

have mass appeal. It was felt by many respondents that those interested in tackling Pendle Hill from 

such a distance would be more than capable of guiding themselves. 
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Route 2 ς Heys Lane Byway 

Type: Gateway link 

Description of proposed works: Between Roughlee and Barley ς route improvements to deal with wet 

ground conditions. This is a well ςused byway which provides a short and pleasant off-road walk 

between Roughlee and Barley. Regardless of the direction of travel, there are significant inclined 

sections with rough and uneven surfacing. To correct this in such a way that the surface will become 

resistant to future water damage would involve a great deal of work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of findings: 

ü The route is passable and includes several sections where existing drainage is probably 

sufficient but requires maintenance and repair. There are additional locations which would 

benefit from the introduction of additional ditches and drains.  

ü This route is felt to be unlikely to provide potential for Tramper in its current state without 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ¢ǊŀƳǇŜǊ 

ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ Ψƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΩ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎtical than a circular route. Consultation 

ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōȅǿŀȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ ς used circular 

walking route options although some of these other concessionary routes and PRoW are 

currently impassable due to water erosion damage.  
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Route 2: Poor surface in places     Route 2: Surface water due to insufficient/blocked 
            drainage 

 
 

   
Route 2: Surface water due to insufficient/blocked   Route 2: View of Pendle Hill 
drainage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Route 2: Incline from Barley towards Roughlee. Eroded surface 
 

 

 

 

 

 


