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Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership  

The Environment  
In what has been another full quarter of the year in total lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic we 
have struggled to execute some activity and found creative ways of delivering others. The LP team and 
partners have been continuing t o work hard and are now planning for what we hope will be an exciting 
summer of outdoor and face -to-face activity, together with some major capital schemes for our fourth and 
final year of delivery.  
 

Restoring Traditional Boundaries  
In this quarter the wor k has concentrated on completion of tranche 3 of the hedge restoration work as 
follows:  
Schofield Farm, Pendleton  Ǳ 543m of laying and gapping up completed by the end of January 2021  
Laneside Farm, Pendleton  Ǳ 83m gapping up  
Mountain Farm, Barley  Ǳ 205m restoration: laying of a very overgrown roadside hedge completed, and 
gapping up has been completed  
Lower Gazegill  Farm, Rimington  Ǳ 267m restoration: laying and gapping up completed  
Sabden Fold Farm, Higham  Ǳ 589m restoration: laying and gapping up comple ted  
Hathaway Fold Farm, Padiham  Ǳ 470m restoration Ǳ delayed as preparatory fencing and hedge banking 
work not completed in time Ǳ will look to add to next seasons work  
 

   

The hedgerow at Sabden Fold farm before restoration (left) and during the laying work (right)  

 
 Dear Sarah 

I would like to thank you, Pendle Hill Partnership and the contractors for organising, funding and delivering the hedge 

laying and planting at Sabden Fold Farm over the last couple of weeks.  

Itõs an excellent job and will make an extremely positive impact on the landscape and environment. 

Many thanks and kind regards  

Martin Lee 

Sabden Fold Farm 
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The roadside hedge at Mountain Farm before (left) and after laying (right) ready to be re -planted  

 
Match funding to the value of £6649 has been brought in to the project this year  with  evidence of walling 
and hedgerow restoration spend via Countryside Stewardsh ip funding. This was on two farms within the 
PH Farmer Network (Cobden Farm and Old Hall Farm) and comprised the following work:  
§ 253 m stone wall restoration  
§ 90m top wiring (stone walls)  
§ 80m hedge coppicing  

 
The dry stone wall restoration work at Mearley H all Farm is due to start in June, when we also plan to hold 
our beginners dry stone walling training course for volunteers, at Higher Gills farm in Rimington. This will be 
followed by our level 1 course which will run over 5 weeks in the summer at Pendlesi de, at the foot of the 
hill, so it should provide us with plenty of interested passers -by. 
 
 

Restoring Wildlife and Priority Habitats  
Management Plans for sites at Clarion House, Barley and Worsaw have been updated and shared with 
relevant parties. At the Clarion House the volunteers have also been really active this quarter, which is 
excellent, they are a great group to work with, very proactive. They have been working through actions in 
the site management plan, and completed the following:  
§ Planting up he dge gaps with donated hedge p lants 
§ Cutting back overgrown beech hedge around pond  

At Barley the improvements to the public footpath, to access the site from the village green, has been 
completed by the Access for All project and now provides a circular, su rfaced, walk through the site.  
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Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership  

 
New footpath link at Barley car park wildlife site  

On Pendle Summit the  delivery of the additional Summit Revisited work suffered from supply chain delays  
in Q4. The geo-textile was delayed in transit and this work (together with the remaining 20 x 3 and 4m timber 
dams) has now b een completed during the first two weeks of Y4 Q1. 
 
We have s tarted planning for bio -blitz events at Spring Wood to run from June to Oct 2021, with the help 
of Alison and Jayne. The plan is to look at different species groups in different events: meadows Ǳ meadow 
plants and pollinators; invertebrates Ǳ pond dipping and mini -beast hunting; trees Ǳ woodland plants; bats; 
fungi. 
 

Creat ing and Managing Woodlands  
Tree planting at Hollins farm in Rimington was completed in January. Unfortunately, due to the lockdown 
there were no schoolchildren involved as we had planned for.  
 
We have been identifying sites for next year's management and creation projects. We have outlined two 
sites for woodland management activities in Twiston and we have re -connected with the owner of High 
Whittaker farm to pr ogress plans there.  
 
Our plans at Pasture Lane in Barrowford have been put on hold, however, we have a lead for a new 
woodland creation project near Blacko and we also have Cockshotts Farm in Sabden that was delayed 
from last year's planting: so we hope t o meet our targets in year 4.  
 
We have a lead for a creation project near Blacko and we have Cockshotts Farm in Sabden that has rolled 
over from last year's planting.  
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Restoring Footpaths and Repairing Peatland on the Summit  
Urgent repairs on the cart tr ack, created 3 years ago, are now underway. This is largely due to extreme 
weather conditions (drought and heavy rain) and the unprecedented increases in walkers over the last year.  
Plans include additional water bars, erosion control, and re-engineering the zig -zag section to prevent 
people 'cutting the corners'.  
 
Mountain Rescue have kindly offered to help where they can and visited site to discuss their thoughts on 
what would help them and us as well. They kindly offered to help the next time we clear t he waterbars with 
a view to them taking over the legacy of maintenance post project which will truly be a great help in the 
long term.  
Our people counters on Pendle show the massive increases we have been experiencing month by month  
during the pandemic . 
 

 
 
 
Following a year of quite honestly, nothing we have seen before in people's behaviours never mind 
anything else, a report was put together looking at how peoples use of the Hill has been affected. From the 
graphs and charts it is clear to say that peop le value the Hill more now than they ever have. The number of 
visitors has tripled across the whole of Pendle Hill and surrounding areas and even the quieter areas are 
feeling the effects of more visitors.  
The impact  of this are as yet, unknown and it is not clear if these pressures will continue in the same way 
as life returns to normal , whenever that may be. What is clear is that Pendle Hill is and has been a central 
focus for people to gather on and around,  perhaps those who have found Pendle Hill for the first time will 
encourage other new visitors to enjoy it with the respect it deserves.  
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Adding new drains to the lower path, and the erosion of the zig zag section prior to work starting April 2021  


