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Quarterly Report

The Environment

Restoring Traditional Boundaries

This has been a great summer of walling! After the success of our first beginners' course in June we ran a
second in August, followed by a supervised 'week of walling' in September, all at Martholme Greenway. In
total we restored over 35m of wall this quarter , to a very good standard thanks to the support given by Alan
Rhodes and Persy Jeyacheya of the Dry Stone Wallin g Association. The work was so well regarded by the
landowner, Fort Vale engineering company, that they responded to a request for financial support for future

work by sending a cheque for £5000 to the community group who manage the Greenway.

We also ran a level 1 certified course at Pendleside farm, for 10 volunteers to learn from master craftsman
Phil Dolphin. The participants spent 10 days over 5 weeks, learning the skills and practising building another
50m of wall. 5 of the volunteers decided to take t he test and all passed the level 1 exam. At least three of
the volunteers intend to use the skills in their future careers.

We have also commissioned Catapult Films to document our boundaries project, and Mark Currie has now
produced two short films this s ummer which we have shared on social media.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCATXMIsMsExn4wgpn4Dsr6Q/videos

Volunteers at Martholme Greenway (L), and participants on the level 1 course at Pendleside (R)

Restoring Wildlife and Priority Habitats

Pendle Meadows

Monitoring of all the meadow sites was completed in July. The results of these surveys were compared to
the lists of species added dur ing the summer of 2020 to see how the sites were progressing. Additional site
specific seeding lists were then prepared, and seeds were sown in September after the sites had been cut
and cleared.

450 wild flower plug plants were also purchased for additi on to specific sites later in September. The
meadow sites at Spring Wood and Barley were mown and cleared on PHLP volunteer days using scythes
and rakes. The meadow at Clarion House was managed in the same way by the Friends of Clarion House
group. It has been really gratifying to see how the Friends group have taken ownership of the meadow
restoration work.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCATXMlsMsExn4wqpn4Dsr6Q/videos
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All of the sites have shown an improvement in species richness during the project and those on farm sites
will be in a better condition in order to en ter into future agri -environment schemes.

The project will be completed with the production of site specific reports detailing progress and setting out
next steps for continued restoration management.

Bioblitz 2021 - The Big Wildlife Count at Spring Woo  d.

The i-Naturalist project 'Species of Spring Wood, Whalley' began with a baseline of 32 observations and 25
species recorded by 8 observers. With the additional events this quarter, together with continued
observations by volunteers and visitors, the cou nt has now reached :

679 observations of 266 species by 26 observers.

Three events were held in Q2: a tree ID walk, a visit from Simonstone Environment Group and a bat walk in
early September.

Images from Nick Farrimond's film (see below) of Jayne Ashe leading the Tree ID course at Spring Wood

Creating and Managing Woodlands

Woodland Maintenance work has started at Rimington. Scheme maintenance and management has also
taken place at Whins House this summer providing a further 5.4Hatowards ~ woodland management targets.

Woodland creation sitet mj of e vqg gps uijt Whine Hduse Gihd Cpakdhatts Faonh in j o
Sabden, where fencing is due to start, Morans Farm where fencing , being carried out by volunteers , has
started , Sandyford where we are awaiting confirmation of funding , and two smaller sites on the Downham

Estate which are ready for planting.

Invasive Non-Native Species Removal (INNS) activities have been carried out by Ribble Trust volunteers
who have tacked Himalayan bals am remov al in the Rimington area over the summer .
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The Economy

Enhancing Visitor Gateways and key routes to Access
Heritage

At the time of writing we are poised to break ground on the next phase of the tramper route at Churn
Clough in Sabden. Phase one was the 'cow track' near to Cockshotts farm and the lower link of the route.
Now we will begin the longer phase and bigger loop from the reservoir li nking back to the bridleways and
on to Sabden.

Resilience work on paths on the hill itself is ongoing, with some work complete and some about to start.
Field and Fell have completed the reprofiling of the badly eroded path heading toward Ogden Clough , and
after a short break whilst waiting for materials to be delivered, the kissing gate to replace the badly rotten
ladder style will be installed by the time this report is submitted.

The track after resilience work, showing the repaired surface and profile
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Conservefor have completed their work to improve the longevity of the Zig zag path leading to the cart
track on Pendle Hill with some geo -jute pegged to stabilise the ground. This has also been re -seeded and
fenced off to give it the best chance of a rest and destabilisation until the vegetation regrows and ties the
ground together.

Again, by the time this report is submitted the flagged path at Pendleside  will have been comp leted.
Delays have been because of delivery issues, supply issues, not to mention along -distance haulage.

The new flag path being installed at the foot of Pendle, aiming to create a more resilient path for walkers

The plans for the refurbishment of Spring Wood Information Centre  are still ongoing. Designs have been
finalised with the project group from Lancashire County Council ready to take plans to the planning
application stage and tendering to follow. A date for construction isy et to be set, but it is hoped to be
decided in the coming weeks. See additional report to be submitted.

This quarter brings to an end the position of the  Access for All graduate trainee , an invaluable part of the
Pendle Hill Team. We (1) will be very sad to see him move on to pastures new because its thanks to his
diligence and dedication that we have been able to make so much progress despite all the world and his
wife has had to throw at us over the last 18 months. His willingness to adapt to complicated and s ometimes
contentious situations has not only allowed projects to be adapted and remodelled to a successful
conclusion but also, | hope, shown him that even though everything doesn't always go the way we think it
will, things can come good in the end.
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Off ering Apprenticeships

Now we are half -way through the 4 ™ year of the scheme, some of the apprentices are nearing the end of
their placements. Pleasingly, two of our graduate trainees, Dom and Leanne have been successful in
gaining positions with their hos t organisations, namely the AONB and Ribble Rivers Trust. Matt has
successfully completed his first two years of his graduate apprenticeship, and will complete his final year
with continued support from his employer, Gazegill Organics.  Jenna and Charlotte continue to do well at
Pendle Heritage Centre, whilst Emma is on maternity leave.

This summer we have worked with Nick Farrimond who is a filmmaker, to produce a series of six short films
profiling people who work locally in careers that are "Working out of the Ordinary' ie in lesser known fields
including the creative sector, youth and community work and environmental careers. You can view these
here Working Out Of Th e Ordinary: Season 1 These will be launched in early November and we are
currently networking with careers advisers and teachers to ensure they reach the young people who we
want to inspire.

Hero shots from the 6 short films 'Working out of the ~ Ordinary' by Nick Farrimond


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4UICbdKq_Vi-GU1GvNC7_o2xte1m51KB

