Portfield Excavations = Summer 2022
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Iron Age Hillfort just outside Whalley

Neolithic occupation
Middle Bronze Age hoard
Badly damaged in the mid 20t century

2015 geophysics as part of the Pendle
Hill Landscape Partnership Community
Archaeology programme
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Excavations in 20" Century

Threats from water pipelines
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Portfield Hoard

Discovered in water pipeline
trench

Now in the British Museum
Middle Bronze Age
Gold lock-ring and bracelet

Socketed axe, chisel, bit of
sword

Fi10. 2. The Portfield Hoard: 1~z gold; 39 bronm (drawn by Mr. P. C. Compton). All half actual size except
no, 1 which is actual size,




Geophysical Survey

Community project

2015 — led by Mike Woods
Lots of pipeline disturbance
Probable ring ditch

Early Bronze Age
ritual/funerary monument




Aims and Obijectives

Aim: Evaluate the geophysical anomaly

|  Expose archaeological features

2  ldentify & Record

3 10% sample of all features St
4 Bulk samples for CPR (floatation)
Three weeks fieldwork

One week to complete analysis to
assessment level

‘Strip, map and sample’ methodology
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Postholes
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Artefacts
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Portfield Cam

Post Medieval Iime burning/ditch
Prehistoric Postholes

Possibly Bronze Age bone and lithics
Possible Bronze Age whetstone

Probable Iron Age VCP pottery
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